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The number of 

young people killed 
in road accidents 

almost halved 
between 2001  

and 2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
More than 73.000 

persons aged 18-24 
years old were killed 
in road accidents in 
the EU-20 between 
2001 and 2010, less 

than a fifth of all 
road accident 

fatalities in those 
countries  

.

 

Traffic Safety Basic Facts 2012 
Young People (Aged 18-24) 

In this Basic Fact Sheet, óyoung peopleô are defined as those who are 
between 18 and 24 years old. In general, young people worldwide are far 
more likely to be victims in road accidents than people in any other age 
group. 
 
More than 73.000 persons aged 18-24 years old were killed in traffic 
accidents, in 201 European Union countries within the decade 2001 - 2010. 
This number represents less than a fifth of all traffic accident fatalities in 
those countries (18%). 
 
The number of young people killed in road accidents in 2010 almost halved 
compared to the respective number in 2001. The total number of fatalities 
also fell by 42% in the 20 European Union countries over the same period.  

 

Figure 1: Distribution of road traffic fatalities in the EU-201 2001-20102 

 
  Source: CARE Database / EC 

  Date of query: October 2012 

 
 
 

                                                 
1
 See Table ñCountry abbreviations used and definition of EU-levelò on page 21. 

 
2
 Where a number is missing for an EU-20/23 country in a particular  year, its contribution to the 

EU-20/23 total is estimated as the most recent known value 
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The most significant 
reduction in young 
fatalities between 
2001 and 2010 

occurred in Slovenia 
(37%)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
In 2010, the number of young people killed in Romania was 26% less than in 
2009, and the reduction in Greece was over 23%. On the other hand, the 
number increased in Belgium (16%) and Austria (3%). The most significant 
reduction in young fatalities between 2001 and 2010 occurred in Slovenia 
(37%). 
 

Table 1: Fatalities aged 18-24 by country, 2001-20102 

  2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

BE 281 262 241 240 196 195 215 177 147 171 

CZ 236 222 243 219 223 183 190 193 133 125 

DK 68 76 67 67 52 65 58 69 53 42 

DE 1.606 1.550 1.392 1.269 1.076 1.011 971 887 796 690 

IE 114 79 82 96 110 95 76 75 64 56 

EL 385 283 296 304 326 305 280 246 242 186 

ES 971 935 972 793 733 601 550 469 357 311 

FR 1.807 1.644 1.283 1.276 1.206 1.037 984 956 901 831 

IT 1.088 1.109 989 956 919 825 723 634 579 546 

LU 16 10 10 8 9 8 8 8 10 10 

HU - - 129 138 159 134 139 103 81 73 

NL 162 205 179 154 122 112 134 107 126 - 

AT 188 172 174 169 140 129 135 134 99 102 

PL 894 958 908 851 933 895 953 948 833 677 

PT 329 270 245 213 221 125 148 113 109 88 

RO 311 274 267 293 294 293 402 437 416 307 

SI 52 57 51 49 44 54 64 38 30 19 

FI 84 73 59 74 53 67 75 50 51 48 

SE 100 100 93 78 67 75 86 64 60 - 

UK 691 725 772 728 700 706 639 542 467 385 

EU-20 9.513 9.133 8.452 7.975 7.583 6.916 6.831 6.250 5.555 4.853 

Yearly 
change 
(EU-20) 

- -4,0% -7,5% -5,6% -4,9% -8,8% -1,2% -8,5% -11,1% -12,6% 

EE -   - -  -  26 35 41 28 21 - 

LV -   -  - 71 63 59 44 48 31 35 

SK -   -  -  - 83 100 87 92 53 59 

EU-23 - - - - 7.755 7.110 7.003 6.418 5.660 4.968 

CH  - -   - 108  -  -  - 44 68 36 

 
Almost 17% of people killed in road accidents in 2010 in the 23 European 
countries were aged 18-24. However, only 9% of the population falls within 
this age group. Young people were at almost twice the average risk of being 
killed in a road accident across the EU-23 countries in 2010 (this is the 
relative fatality rate, calculated as the % young people fatalities divided by % 
young people population). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  Source: CARE Database / EC 
  Date of query: October 2012 
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Young people are at 
almost twice the risk 
of being killed in a 
road accident than 

the average 
member of the 

population across 
the EU-23 countries 

as a whole 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In 2010, Ireland has 
the highest relative 
fatality rate (3,0) for 

young people 
whereas Hungary 
and Portugal have 
the lowest relative 
rate (1,1) among 
the 23 countries 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As shown in Figure 2, Ireland has the highest relative fatality rate (3,0) 
whereas Hungary and Portugal have the lowest relative rate (1,1) among the 
23 countries in 2010. 
 

Figure 2: Relative fatality rate for young people, 20102 

 

  Source: CARE Database / EC 
  Date of query: October 2012 
  Source of population data: EUROSTAT 

 
The number of fatalities amongst young people, expressed as a proportion 
of all fatalities, has been gradually reducing over the last ten years, although 
this is not the case in every country. 
 

Table 2: Proportion of fatalities who were aged 18-24 by country, 2001-20102 

  2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

BE 19% 20% 20% 21% 18% 18% 20% 19% 16% 20% 

CZ 18% 16% 17% 16% 17% 17% 16% 18% 15% 16% 

DK 16% 16% 16% 18% 16% 21% 14% 17% 17% 16% 

DE 23% 23% 21% 22% 20% 20% 20% 20% 19% 19% 

IE 28% 21% 24% 25% 28% 26% 22% 27% 27% 26% 

EL 20% 17% 18% 18% 20% 18% 17% 16% 17% 15% 

ES 18% 17% 18% 17% 17% 15% 14% 15% 13% 13% 

FR 22% 21% 21% 23% 23% 22% 21% 22% 21% 21% 

IT 15% 16% 15% 16% 16% 15% 14% 13% 14% 13% 

LU 23% 16% 19% 16% 19% 19% 17% 23% 21% 31% 

HU 10% 9% 10% 11% 12% 10% 11% 10% 10% 10% 

NL 16% 21% 17% 19% 16% 15% 19% 16% 20% - 

AT 20% 18% 19% 19% 18% 18% 20% 20% 16% 18% 

PL 16% 16% 16% 15% 17% 17% 17% 17% 18% 17% 

PT 20% 16% 16% 16% 18% 13% 15% 13% 13% 9% 

RO 13% 11% 12% 12% 11% 11% 14% 14% 15% 13% 

SI 19% 21% 21% 18% 17% 21% 22% 18% 18% 14% 

FI 19% 18% 16% 20% 14% 20% 20% 15% 18% 18% 

SE 17% 18% 18% 16% 15% 17% 18% 16% 17% - 

UK 19% 20% 21% 22% 21% 21% 21% 20% 20% 16% 

EU-20 18,6% 18,2% 17,9% 18,1% 17,9% 17,3% 17,3% 17,3% 17,0% 16,2% 

EE - - - - 15% 17% 21% 21% 21% - 

LV - - - 14% 14% 14% 11% 15% 12% 16% 

SK - - - - 14% 16% 13% 15% 14% 16% 

EU-23 - - - - 17,8% 17,3% 17,2% 17,2% 16,9% 16,3% 

CH - - - 21% - - - 12% 19% 11% 
 

  Source: CARE Database / EC 
                               Date of query: October 2012 
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In 2010, the majority 
of the young people 

killed in road 
accidents in the EU- 

23 countries  
were drivers  

whereas only 8%  
were pedestrians  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The driver and 

passenger fatality 
rates for 18-24 

years old are higher 
than those of other 

age groups 

 
 

Age and Road user type 

Table 3: Percentage of fatalities by age group for drivers3, passengers and pedestrians by country, 20102 

  Person Class Age group 

Total   Driver Passenger Pedestrian <18 18-24 25-49 50-64 >64 

BE 64% 29% 7% 5% 19% 39% 14% 17% 879 

CZ 59% 33% 8% 4% 15% 39% 17% 21% 836 

DK 60% 36% 5% 6% 15% 30% 18% 25% 272 

DE 72% 22% 6% 5% 18% 32% 16% 24% 3.852 

EE 52% 48% 0% 6% 20% 38% 13% 17% 103 

IE 48% 41% 11% 6% 25% 38% 12% 14% 221 

EL 72% 26% 2% 5% 14% 40% 15% 21% 1.303 

ES 60% 33% 7% 5% 12% 42% 16% 20% 2.587 

FR 73% 22% 5% 7% 19% 35% 14% 18% 4.283 

IT 71% 25% 5% 4% 13% 37% 15% 25% 4.184 

LV 60% 31% 9% 5% 16% 34% 24% 16% 221 

LU 70% 30% 0% 0% 31% 41% 19% 9% 32 

HU 53% 27% 19% 4% 9% 39% 24% 19% 770 

NL 68% 27% 5% 7% 18% 28% 13% 27% 693 

AT 75% 19% 7% 6% 17% 30% 16% 24% 589 

PL 58% 30% 12% 6% 16% 35% 21% 16% 4.109 

PT 55% 41% 5% 3% 9% 39% 17% 29% 961 

RO 48% 41% 11% 6% 12% 34% 23% 20% 2.517 

SI 67% 33% 0% 4% 13% 38% 20% 21% 144 

SK 46% 39% 15% 5% 18% 38% 20% 14% 336 

FI 65% 23% 13% 7% 16% 32% 16% 22% 292 

SE 75% 18% 7% 9% 15% 26% 18% 23% 392 

UK 62% 23% 15% 7% 18% 34% 16% 19% 2.103 

EU-23 65,0% 27,1% 7,9% 5,5% 15,7% 35,6% 17,1% 20,7% 31.679 

CH 61% 22% 17% 6% 10% 30% 19% 29% 347 
 

The majority of the young people (18-24) killed in road accidents in the 23 
European countries were drivers (3.223, corresponding to 65% of all fatalities 
at that age group), whereas only 8% (391) were pedestrians in 2010. 
 

Figure 3: Rate of fatalities per million population by age group for drivers, passengers and pedestrians,  
EU-231, 20102 

 
                        Source: CARE Database / EC 

Date of query: October 2012 

               Source of population data: Eurostat 

 

                                                 
3
 The category of driver refers to all motor vehicle drivers (including moped riders). 

                                   Source: CARE Database / EC 

                                  Date of query: October 2012 
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Map 1: Proportion of fatalities of young people per person class, 20102 

 
Source: CARE  Database / EC 
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49% of the young 
people fatalities in 
Greece were riding 
two-wheelers, the 
highest proportion 
among the EU-23 

countries 

 
 

 
Figure 3 compares the rate of fatalities per million population for 18-24 year 
olds with the rates of other age groups.  

 
 

Mode of transport 

More than two-thirds of fatalities of young people across the European 
countries are in cars or taxis, with mopeds and motorcycles accounting for 
21% in the EU-23 countries.  

 

Table 4: Fatalities of young people by mode of transport, 20102 

  Car / taxi  Lorries  Two-wheelers  Pedestrian Other Total 

BE 75% 1% 15% 7% 2% 171 
CZ 75% 3% 14% 8% 0% 125 
DK 74% 2% 18% 6% 0% 42 
DE 71% 10% 14% 5% 0% 690 
EE 67% 24% 5% 0% 5% 21 
IE 75% 4% 11% 11% 0% 56 
EL 48% 1% 50% 2% 0% 186 
ES 72% 4% 15% 7% 2% 311 
FR 64% 3% 27% 5% 1% 831 
IT 59% 3% 33% 5% 0% 546 
LV 51% 6% 20% 9% 14% 35 
LU 90% 10% 0% 0% 0% 10 
HU 64% 1% 15% 19% 0% 73 
NL 62 % 6% 28% 5% 0% 126 
AT 83% 0% 9% 7% 1% 102 
PL 69% 3% 16% 12% 1% 677 
PT 58% 10% 19% 5% 8% 88 
RO 69% 2% 18% 11% 0% 307 
SI 42% 0% 21% 0% 37% 19 
SK 70% 2% 14% 15% 0% 59 
FI 77% 0% 10% 13% 0% 48 
SE 78% 2% 13% 7% 0% 60 
UK 63% 2% 20% 15% 0% 385 

EU-23 3.326 141 1.064 391 47 4.968 

%  66,9% 2,8% 21,4% 7,9% 0,9% 100,0% 

CH 33% 11% 39% 17% 0% 36 

 

Figure 4 shows that the highest proportion among the 23 European 
countries of young people fatalities by mode of transport in 2010 was in 
Austria (84% were travelling by car/taxi). The second highest proportion of 
young people fatalities by car/taxi was in Sweden (78%). The lowest car/taxi 
proportion was in Greece 48% and Slovenia 42%. 
 

 

 

 

  Source: CARE Database / EC 
                                       Date of query: October 2012 
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Map 2 Proportion of fatalities of young people per vehicle type, 20102 

 
 Source: CARE  Database / EC 


